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MINUTES OF DISCUSSION ON SOUTHEAST ASIA, Aug, 29, 1961 

Present: The President, Secretary Rusk, Secretary McNamara, 

Mr. Alien Dulles, Ambassador Harriman, The Attorney 
General, ^lr. Alexis Johnson, John Steeves, Robert Johnson, 
General Taylor, Mr, Bundy 


The Secretary of State indicated that the primary present need was 
^ Dnore direct contact with Souvanna Phouma and that the rccom* 
mendation of the Department was that Ambassador Harriman 
should undertake this task. The meeting between Falaize and 
Souvanna was not encouraging, especially in that Souvanna's pro- 
posal towards his government was weighted heavily towards the 
left. But Souvanna might modify his position if he knew: 

a. that we are reasonable; 

b. that we could fig— t if we had to; and 

c. that we would be prepared to give real 
support to a genuine neutral government under 
his leadership. 

Ambassador Harriman strongly supportsthis view of the matter, 
and felt that only a direct American effort would be likely to move 
Souvanna. Ambassador Harriman also* warned against the danger 
that Phoumi might try to prevent a political settlement. At the 
same time Ambassador Harriman would want to be sure that there 

is an alternative to negotiation before he begins talking. 

• • • 

^"ke Secretary of State remarked that the French have weaknesses 
as negotiators in the circumstances because they will take an y 
solution rather t han engage in active resistance, and they have I 
nothing to offer in the way of significant^! to a new governm/yit;-- 
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^theFrel^mSita ^ reCOnStruction of tile Army, thHatoe 

support^ iu ^ preSence ' and the possibility of U. S. 

PP • These negotiations would be in Paris if 
otherwise at Pnom-P^K. \v« X “ P osslb le — 

Sible anW if nh - We wovud move as quickly as pos- 

set s ™ ,o ^ 

^J^t i ^todd^°™tt 1 t “‘v Pa ' tt ' rn ° f made | 

we M .. w"? fce “° th “S be “ et th “’‘o get out of Laos.il! 

accede sTw^L” Z^T* th “« ° th « ” -each an ' > 

the Commul 5 “ r 5 “* h “ d ^ CO “^ «» 

S pI “ aing - G ' neral i — **■« 

k> y unaer secretary Johnson outlined two nianc => = 

menTo^SEATO 5 ^dthe ot h °d ^ ^ ** ealar g e - 
lesser stenc v * , th ther a development of a series of 

' hostilities. The^ecre^ary tf ° f ** ° pen renewal of 

plans, made plain his own conviction ' 

~b“ g *” P ° rtbnce ar,d ” 1 * 1 “ easily limit our ability to “ 
in ,L case ”?* “ La ° s • «°«Ki not expect 

Europe^ ciiSs mtd^ a “ ** K ° reaa ^ ” Laos, but the 
peac^seM^t ““ “ *** «° get 

as Hs r ^ eleS ; SP6CiiiC actions to strengthen the military position 
were “ ' afa0nal Security Action Memorandum No. 80 
quickly approved at the end of the meeting.. 
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